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in the end brilliant enough, so it is fair to assume his early
intellectual independence was very valuable. His father
deserves much honour for providing him with such inde-
pendence combined with careful attention. The immediate
appreciation of Maxwell by Forbes, Nicol, Kelland and
others was due largely to his father's assiduity in bringing
his work to their notice. If the boy had been given merely
the independence of neglect his early work would probably
never have been noticed.
Maxwell entered Peterhouse in October, 1850. In
spite of a deep presentiment that Cambridge would help
him he was not immediately happy. His odd manners and
Galloway dialect at first hampered his social life, though
less than before; and he was bored by the elementary first
year work. At the end of his first term he left Peterhouse
and entered Trinity College. His Peterhouse tutor, Mr.
Porter, and others had advised him to leave Peterhouse as
the small college had few fellowships and the competition
for them was very severe. When Maxwell personally
applied to Dr. Thomson, then tutor of Trinity College, for
permission to migrate to the college he appeared shy and
diffident, but presently surprised him Dy producing a
bundle of copies of his original papers, remarking:
"Perhaps these may show you that I am not unfit to enter
at your College."
By the end of his first year he had made many friends.
His playfulness and originality was much appreciated by
the more intelligent undergraduates who could enjoy his
obliquities. In 1852 he was awarded a college scholarship
and henceforth dined at the scholar's table. He was par-
ticularly friendly with students of the classics. He sought
to acquire more conventional manners, and the expression
of his countenance changed markedly, becoming more
serious and mature. The fascination of his personality
became fully developed. He was happier, and returned to
the composition of verse, which he had not practised for
several years.
Presently he became a pupil of William Hopkins, the
famous mathematical tutor who had prepared Stokes,